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ACCA Association of Chartered Certified Accountants

APNCSD Asia–Pacific National Councils for Sustainable
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DFID UK Department for International Development

DPI UN Department of Public Information

DSD UN Division for Sustainable Development

DSTI Directorate for Science, Technology and

Industry

ECOSOC UN Economic and Social Council

EEHC European Environment and Health Committee

EU European Union

FAO UN Food and Agriculture Organization

FfD Financing for Development (international

conference 2002)

FLG Forum Liaison Group

FSC Forest Stewardship Council



G-77/China The Group of 77 and China was the original group

of the so-called non-aligned states. It is in effect

the negotiating bloc of the developing countries

and seeks to harmonize the negotiating positions

of its over 140 members.

GA UN General Assembly

GC Global Compact

GEF Global Environment Facility

GMI Global Mining Initiative

GMO genetically modified organism

GNP gross national product

GPP Global Public Policy

GRI Global Reporting Initiative

HCHR High Commission for Human Rights

High level segment The ministerial-level part of the CSD meetings

where most significant issues are decided

HIPC Heavily Indebted Poor Countries

ICC International Chamber of Commerce

ICFTU International Confederation of Free Trade

Unions

ICLEI International Council of Local Environmental

Initiatives

IFEH International Federation of Environmental

Health

IIED International Institute for Environment and

Development

ILO International Labour Organization

IMF International Monetary Fund

INSTRAW International Research and Training Institute for

the Advancement of Women

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

ISO International Organization for Standardization

IUCN International Union for the Conservation of

Nature (now known as The World Conservation

Union)

IULA International Union of Local Authorities

LA21 Local Agenda 21

LASALA Local Authorities Self-Assessment of Local

Agenda 21

Major Groups The term used in Agenda 21 to describe nine

sectors of society fundamental to achieving

sustainable development. The Major Groups are:

Women, Children and Youth, Indigenous

Peoples, Non-governmental Organizations, Local
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Authorities, Workers and Trade Unions, Business

and Industry, Scientific and Technological

Communities, and Farmers

MAP Mediterranean Action Plan

MCSD Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable

Development

Member State A nation that is a member of the UN

MISP Multi-stakeholder Integrative Sustainability

Planning

MMSD Mining, Minerals and Sustainable Development

MOU Memorandum of Understanding

MSC Marine Stewardship Council

MSD multi-stakeholder dialogue

MSP multi-stakeholder process

NCSD National Councils for Sustainable Development

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act (US)

NGLS Non-governmental Liaison Service

NGO non-governmental organization

NGT nominal group technique

NIS Newly Independent States

NOAA National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration (US)

North The current widely used term to describe

developed, industrialized countries

NSSD National Strategies for Sustainable Development

OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation and

Development

OFP Operational Focal Point

PA21 Philippine Agenda 21

PCB programme coordinating board

PCSD Philippine Council for Sustainable Development

PfA Platform for Action

Plenary A meeting of all participants where formal

decisions are taken

PRSP Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper

RC Regional Coordinator

REC Regional Environment Centre for Central and

Eastern Europe

SAFS Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems

SC Steering Committee

South The current widely-used term to describe

developing, non-industrialized countries

STAP Scientific and Advisory Panel (Global

Environment Facility)

TNC transnational corporation
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TOR Terms of Reference

UKCAP UK Coalition Against Poverty

UNAIDS United Nations HIV/AIDS Programme

(coordinating the activities of seven

international agencies in the area of HIV/AIDS,

including WHO, UNDP, UNESCO, UNFPA,

UNDCP and the World Bank)

UNA-UK United Nations Association, UK

UNCED United Nations Conference on Environment and

Development

UNCHS United Nations Centre for Human Settlements

UNDCP United Nations International Drug Control

Programme

UNDESA United Nations Department of Economic and

Social Affairs

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNDSD United Nations Division for Sustainable

Development

UNECE United Nations Economic Commission for

Europe

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund

UNGASS United Nations General Assembly Special

Session

UNICEF United Nations (International) Children’s

(Emergency) Fund

UNIFEM United Nations Development Fund for Women

UNU United Nations University

WB World Bank

WBCSD World Business Council for Sustainable

Development

WCD World Commission on Dams

WEDO Women’s Environment and Development

Organization

WEF World Economic Forum

WFUNA World Federation of United Nations Associates

WHO World Health Organization

WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization

WTO World Trade Organization

WWF World Wide Fund For Nature
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A Call to Readers

Sustainable development is a process, and multi-stakeholder processes

are one of the tools that can help us to achieve a more sustainable

future. Increasing the utility of MSPs requires that we understand and

evaluate how they have been used in the past, that we gain more

experiences in more such processes, that we experiment with them:

Since the answers to fundamental and serious concerns

are not at hand, there is no alternative but to keep on

trying to find them. (Brundtland, 1987, pix)

We very much want our readers to join us in this learning process.

Please contact us at UNED Forum, c/o UNA-UK, 3 Whitehall Court,

London SW1A 2EL, UK.

Regular updates on UNED Forum’s work on MSPs can be found at:

www.earthsummit2002.org/msp.


